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We believe that 
all lives have 
equal value. 



The key is 
connecting 
people to  
opportunities  
to succeed. 



The bottom 
line:  Where 
you are born 
and where 
you live 
should not 
determine 
your 
opportunities 
in life. 





In our own, 
comparatively 
affluent 
communities, 
those of us 
who are 
homeless face 
the greatest 
disadvantages 
that can keep 
us from 
stability and 
success. 



What	is	the	profile	of	homelessness	in	King	County?	

In	2015,	23,166	
people	experienced	
homelessness	in	
King	County.	

If	you	are	African-
American,	you	are	
5X	more	likely	to	be	
homeless.		

If	you	are	NaJve	
American,	you	are	
7X	more	likely	to	be	
homeless.	



What	is	the	profile	of	homeless	families	in	King	County?	

•  In	2015,	2,412	
households	with	
children	under	18	years	
old	experienced	
homelessness	in	King	
County.	

•  84%	of	these	families	
were	headed	by	women	

•  25%	of	these	families	
were	white,	(69.5%	in	
general	populaFon)	

•  56%	of	these	families	
were	African-American	
(6.8%	in	general	
populaFon)	





Homelessness is a 
crisis caused by a  
complex set of 
interlocking issues   

No one system, 
on its own, can 
effectively resolve 
this crisis 



Focus on Housing First:  Housing is not a reward for good behavior, 
nor should we create insurmountable barriers to housing for people 
who are homeless.  Housing is the foundation on which stability can 
be built. 
• There  are multiple pathways to housing that must be tailored to the 
unique needs of each homeless population.  The technologies that we 
know work include: 

•  Prevention of homelessness (a difficult endeavor!) 
•  Diversion (primarily for families) 
•  Rapid Re-Housing (for families, some adults) 
•  Permanent Affordable Housing (for some families, some adults) 
•  Permanent Supportive Housing (for some families, some adults) 
•  Transitional Housing (for unaccompanied homeless youth) 
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WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES:   
MAKING HOMELESSNESS RARE 



Shelters do not solve homelessness, they only manage it 
• Avoid shelter stays completely where feasible (example:  Domestic 
Violence Housing First) 
• Minimize length of stay in shelters (they are not conducive to recovery) 
Coordinated entry systems/processes create an efficient, fair 
process 
• You shouldn’t have to work the system, the system should work for you… 
Tailored services can address each person or families unique needs 
• Strengths-based approach vs. deficits based approach 
• Progressive engagement strategies 
• The dosage question:  The right service at the right time for the right 
customer 
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WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES:   
MAKING HOMELESSNESS BRIEF 



Work to ensure that homelessness is not a recurring, cyclical crisis 
• Matching our interventions to each person/family’s needs:  Efficiency, 
effectiveness 
• Linkages to economic opportunity (education, job training, employment) 
• Promoting school opportunities and stability for children and young adults 
• Opportunities for recovery from mental illness, substance abuse, other 
challenges, (e.g., mental health and drug courts, access to ongoing 
services and supports) 
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WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES:   
MAKING HOMELESSNESS ONE-TIME 



Rapidly 
housing 
individuals and 
families helps 
to end the 
crisis & trauma 
that come with 
homelessness. 



Which is why we so value our partnership with you 

   Ending homelessness 
strengthens individuals and 
families while also building 
strong communities. 



Strong 
families & 
communities 
can interrupt 
cycles of 
multi-
generational 
poverty. 



We have a next generation that is depending on 
us to get this right.  

Let’s not let them down.  

So, just what can we do as individuals? 
• Offer a friendly smile and greeting to people who are homeless that you 
encounter on the street 
• Volunteer your time at programs like Mary’s Place, Wellspring, etc. 
• Share the stories you hear & the feelings you have about homelessness with 
neighbors and friends 
• Become an advocate: Use your stature and position in the community to promote 
real systems change 
• Visit with and write letters to your elected officials at the local, state and federal 
levels, send letters to newspapers, hold leadership accountable 


